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Ox RATIONAL AND DIVINE. FAITH: wirh RE= 
_SPECT\ TO THE TRUTH, INSPIRATION, AND 
AUTHORITY OF THE HOLY SCRIPTURES. . 


AE L knowledge belongs to the underſtanding, 
or that power of the ſoul which, like the eye, 
diſcerns the exiſtence and nature of things, and the 
relations which al things bear to 1 and « to our lp. 
pineſs. | 
"Intelligence is that power of the mind 2 
which is converſant about TRUTH, . | 


Our aſſent to truth, or peſo of xa ens. 
is founded either, 


. On INTUIT Ion. 
"3 RExASoN. ? 
33 On the 8 ENSE8. 


4. On the TESTIM ON of honeſt men, or 00 
| Fay TESTIMONY of God, 


'ImTVUITION. 


1 founded on the immediate . 


of * agreement, or oppoſition and difagreement of 
our ir Tens, is called intuitive knowledge. 
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eee 
with ſome other ideas, which help us to diſcern their 
agreement or oppoſition to each other, is called 


RATIONAL Knowledge. 7 


? * 
| F SENSIBLE KNOWLEDGE, 
III. Aﬀent, depending on the ſenſes, and the 
| evidence they give us: this is n 
8 RIES 
Farr Mc: 
IV. Aﬀent, depending upon the clear teſtimony 1 1 


of honeſt men: and this is called faith.” 


Faith is founded either on the e of men | 
only; ; then tis called human faith. Or it is founded 
| 182 of God; then it is called divine. 
} S 7 e e i De Ns . 
Divine faith means, either, (1) the faculty or ; 
1 5 8 power, whereby we aſſent to divine l 5 5 
(2) the aſſent given by that power. | 
I. Faith, as it denotes the faculty, power, or 
ability of our mind to diſcern the evidence of divine 


; 9 OR and aſſent to it.—15 Vun either natural 


or ſupernatural. 5 

Sf | : . The natural power or ability of the 12 by 

- which we are capable of aſſenting, in ſom? be 
| divine teſtimony, can be deny'd YT com- 
3 ade mon ſenſe in the world. 2 , 


= h 2. That ſpiritual ability Ne 46 we are at leaſt 
1 el fitted, diſpoſed, and enabled to aſſent in a 
5 due 


ETA 
FF 0p 
: 
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PREFACE, „ 
due manner to God; and to receive, with juſt re- 
gard, the teſtimony of God: no man, by nature, 
poſſeſſes this is a ſupernatural gift, or a. ſpiritual 


power infuſed by God. 
| | PR O P. . 
Man originally had a power or ability capable of 


aiffertibg and aſſenting to divine revelations upon 


their proper evidence, : 


PRO Pp. 2. 


Fi All our faculties have ſuffered a dreadful — N 
| and are mightily impaired by the entrance of fin and 
the corruption of our rational powers; particularly } 
| | our underſtandings are ſo far diſabled, eſpecially ia | 
Y the things that relate to God, that we cannot, ina 0 
due manner, perceive, diſcern, or entertain divine 


- revelations, upon their proper evidence, to the glory 
of God, and our own rich advantage, unleſs our na- 


Indeed the power of aſſenting to divine ne 
is not quite loſt, though it is impaired and rendered 
unfit for receiving the word of God, as the word of 
God, in a due manner, | P 


None of our faculties are quite loſt wha the fall; 


| our common ſenſe, our intelligence, our underſtand- 


ing, our reaſon, judgment, mind, conſcience, me- 
mory, imagination, invention, taſte, will, and paſ- 
ſions, nennen 
| God. 


In 


_, tures are renewed and - reſtored by the ſpirit of God. J 


vi P R E F 4 E ®: 

E In regeneration our ' faculties are renewed, vie 
there are no new faculties | implanted; but new 
qualities are infuſed into the old powers, and theſe 
beautiful qualities attract the love of God towards 
them, as they are of his own- infuſion. It is certain 


| that . unrenewed men have had revelations made to 
| | them, and did affent to thoſe revelations: nor is it 


| 


leſs clear, That the devils believe and tremble. 


in PROP, 3. 
. Men in a fate of nature, whoſe minds are not 
| fenewed, f may ſo far diſcern and be affected by the 
characters and evidences of God impreſt upon divine 


revelations in the ſcripture, where thoſe evidences 
ſhine brightly and ftrike forcibly, as thereby to be 


5 obliged and actually drawn to * an "ave to nl 


Narr of God. 


- 


_ The impreſs FE God is no jeſs evident on the 
ſcriptures than on his works of creation and provi- 
| dence. How can the . very faculty of reaſon itſelf 
be thought to remain, if it is not capable of diſcern- 
ing any thing of God in thoſe glorious inſtances 
where he gives the moſt full and convineing evidence 
of himſelf, as undoubtedly he doth i in the ſeriptures. 


Nor 40 we doubt but ue of ſober perſons, | 
trained up. among the members of the church of 
Chriſt, and thereby drawn to a more attentive and 
leſs prejudiced peruſal of the ſcripture revelation, do, 
upon many occaſions, fihd theit minds affected with | 
the light and evidences of God in them, or the clear 


ee 


p R E F A C E. vii 


appearance of God in ſcripture, and thereby are 
drawn to aſſent to them as his word, tho' not in a 
due manner, and with a full regard ; and, that, even 
vrhere they remain ſtrangers to a work of real re- 
generation and moſt certainly this keen conviction, 
of the divinity of the bible, will leave the final re-. 
jectors of the ſcriptures remarkably without excuſe, 
and in — awful condition, | 

by "ROT; 4. 

Some agency of God' upon the human mind, to 
draw forth an aſſent to the truth and divinity of the 
ſcriptures, appears neceſſary in ſome caſes, undoubt- 
edly; but, whether in all caſes, we do not determine. 

The faith of meer rational and natural men, that 
are at preſent deeply and ſtrongly prejudiced againſt: 
God, does, undoubtedly, require ſuch an agency as 

its cauſe, in order to make any thing of this evidence. 

affect the minds of ſuch perſons, as thoſe were, who. 

were ſent to apprehend Chriſt, and went away under 
a conviction, that never mas ſpoke as he ſpake. ö 

In chat caſe there was ſuch an agency of the dit | 
of God for a time on their minds, as was neceſſary 
to clear their underſtandings of ſtrong prejudices, and 
make them diſcern the evidences of a God ſpeaking: 
in the word. Whether this is ſo Wa eines 
wt + apron ray 3-715 501k | , 

| 7 K OF. . | EY 
"That faith, which is the faculty or power of aſſent· 
ing to the the truth of any teſtimony, ismothing elſe but 
the 


4 8 85 


viit P R E F A C E. 
the mind of man conſidered as a ſubject capable of 
aſſenting to teſtimony, and which ſtill remains in 


man; and, tho woefully impaired, weakened, and 


difabled, yet it ſtill continues able for its proper 
offices or work ſo far, as, upon a more ſedate, ſober, 


and rational obſervation, the mind may perceive te 


impreſs and evidences of God appearing in the re- 
velations he makes of himſelf; and that thereon it 
may | be actually ſo affected as to give ſome aſſent, 
and attain ſome conviction, chat it is truly God 


who ſpeaks. Mn | 
Fer dt be eng that this ort of faith, 3 
to divine teſtimony, is not ſufficient to anſwer our 
duty, —— God e 
our ſalvation. 


Msn we ue rd is ci buntes stlen Þ66) 
quire into the nature of chat faith, which fails of 
anfyering and attaining our moſt noble and im- 


; „ portant ends; but we proceed no farther in any 


e eee faith of this _— and 
1 por. "ck | % 
: Ie i our concern to underſtand what than. 
fich is, which God requires us to give to his word, 
which he will accept of, and which he will iſſue in 
our happineſs, and ſtand in connexion with our ſal- 


vation, and whence we haye the power and ability "Sa 


for this faith : we ſhall therefore proceed to treat of 
this excellent faith more at ng in the ſecond I ext 


of this diſſertation. 
2s, Pazy II. 


PIRUEAFiAS CAE! 11 

P:'x z HI. | 
On rut NATURE oF THAT DIVINE FAITH WHICH, 
As AN 4er or DUTY," THE CHRISTIAN 18 
OBLIGED TO GIVE To THE WORD or Go: on, 
AN ENQUIRY INTO OUR OBLIGATION AND OUR 


VITAL ABILITY CORRESPONDING TO OUR . 
r. * 


We have obſerved above, p. viii,---and, indeed, 
of itſelf, it is clear and evident as the meridian ſun, 
that every ſort of faith, or aſſent to the ſcriptures, is 
not ſufficient to anſwer our duty; obtain acceptance 
with God, and iſſue in our eternal happineſs : what 
that true and divine faith is, which will anſwer theſe 
grand ends, let us now calmly een 5 
quire. 

Before we proceed, I will babe er 
ſenſible and remarkable paſſage of that moſt able and 
clear reaſoner, Dr. Daniel Vaterland, a man, who,! 
for his maſculine defences of our Lord's true and 
eternal divinity, deſerves the high eſteem and grati- 
tude of all judicious chriſtian divines in the proteſtant 

Let it be obſerved, that, as he had to do with three 
of the molt ſubtle and determined arians q at once; he 
was obliged'to write with the utmoſt accuracy an 
caution, in order to avoid the leaſt cenſure of abſur- 
dity, or imputation of enthufiaſm. R 


-* Duty is an aR, or a ſeries of acts of the mind, to which we are 
| ebliged by the will of a rightful ſuperior and goyernor ; who, in this 
69 5 Emlyn, Jackſon, and Dr. Clarke, 

b 6 


9 


liſhed, 
* 
bs We | 


* P R E F A C E. 


In his admirable Treatife on the Importance of the 
Holy Trinity, 8vo, publiſhed 1734,“ in the fifty-firſt 


year of his age, page 380, he thus ſpeaks : © Scrip- 


ture 1s the ground of our faith, conſidered as the infal- 
lible word of God: but then that it is really the word 
of God, and that ſuch is the ſenſe of this or that text, 
ordinarily ſtands only upon MORAL PROOF : fo that 
our faith at length reſolves into moral evidence, as it 


is a known rule that the conclufion follows the weaker 


of the premiſes, and can be no ftronger than that is. 


© Bat then again, it is to be conſidered, that the 

ſtrength of moral evidence in the general, reſolves at laſt 
into divine veracity and faithfulneſs; ſince God has ſo 
made us as to lay us under an inevitable neceſſity of 
ſubmitting commonly to ſuch evidence; and he can- 
not be ſuppoſed (without manifeſt abſurdity or blaſ- 
phemy) to have thus expoſed the wiſeſt and moſt 
pious, and moſt OT: men, to fatal and endleſs 
Nn 14. ; yy | 


5 80 — in the loft reſult, faith again reſolves 
into, or reſts upon, the TRUTH and GOODNESS of 
Gol. 


bs £: 


7 Bag 2 that this * concerning * 
ground and reaſon of divine faith (coming from ſo. 


able a judge) muſt be allowed to have its full weight 


with all the rational chriſtians in the Britiſh empire. 
S w1n8 off lf „ Bi mae Of; | : We 


122 


2:. 18 | ; 8 > 4, . . : : FOR 
* Dr. Clarke died in 1729, five years before this treatiſe was pube | 


* 


1 


P t 1 
We will now proceed to a farther conſideration of 
this delicate and important ſubject. '2 


Divine-FAITH is a perception of the truth, fitneſs, 

beauty, worth and excellence of the revelation of God 
> in the ſcriptures, attended with a cordial reception of 
| it, and a ſubjection of the will and conſcience to its 
authority, as flowing from God, with an intention 
to honour the divine perfections, and advance our 
own eternal happineſs. . 


- —_ 


"4 


Let us amplify and ſpread abroad this idea of divine 
So faith; to the end that every - - ſerious reader may 
thoroughly underſtand it, and” examine himſelf 


whether he is the happy ſubjeQ of ſo Excellent a 
grac e and dif ofition of min. 


80212 {£4} 
Faith is an aſſent of the ee 
claration of God; tis a thinking as God, the pro- 
poſer of truth thinks in affairs of infinite importance. 
It therefore muſt include a peteeption of the perſon 
to be credited, and a perception of 8 obje or 
= truth to be aſſented 0% . 5 


Lis - ig 

Wee are to conceive of divine faith thu God 
has revealed ſome truth: aſſent is to be given to that 
truth, as divinely revealed by the ſupreme” under- 

ſtanding and fountain of truth. This ſuppoſes 
ſome perception or diſeernment of the revealer,” "and 


KY. 


his declaration or teſtimonys" e ap 


For it is contrary to common ſenſe to ſay, that a 
e a aſſents to any truth truth "which" he is entirely 
b 2 * 


wi PREEASCE, 
© ey ihe 
evidence or teſtimony :worthy of credit. 


© Na, in the teſtimqny or propoſals 38 
| this) creatures, + there are all manner of cxedibilities or 

grounds of faith to be found in the moſtiglorious and 
tranſeendent degree, chat ever ware or ever can be in 
y record or teltimony in the whole wWarld. 


O Whät do 566 wil 10 Kare in 46y hütnun Witneſs ; 
What do you demand in any teſtifler, to render him 
worthy ef your maſt! unbounded aſſent and credit ? 
„May, all this, and e A have in * 
h  iptyelations of God. i - bagtohag F 


F. Do you demand, that A. e Mel of 
ſuch known 8INCERITY of heart and wkRAcrræ of 
ps, of; ſuch | unſtained HONOUR 28 never to have 
 ſpaken:one. Hr, or the ſhadow;'of a lie, in his life ? 
Why, this is che caſe with reſpect, to; the _ 
| apdigondutt of the gyer- hleſſed and true: God. 


TR hs 2. Do you inſiſt upbn it, chat, in qtder to your 
giving an unreſerved and unbounded <redit, the 
_ hpEdſon-dectaringhis. teſtimony, ſhall. be endowed with 
_ 26tch12-vaſt STRENGTH. of UyYNERSTANDING, end 
-fich: an immenſe ſtock of clear Knowing, {3 
„Never toe haye made; one miſtake in his whole life ? 
5 3 e n 


2 ts 3 8 ſhall be well 
own to be of ſuch popſurmate,perfeRivp of ba- 


_- 


N PREP A C E. Il 
xadter, as not to have one ſpring of error, miſtake, or 
lying within him; nor the leaſt temptation from any 
thing without him, to excite him to ſpeak a lye or fall 

into an error? Why, this is the unſpotted character 
and prerogative of the moſt upright and inflexibly- 
true God, who has no ſpringsꝰ or motives to ſpeak 
hes, or deceive his creatures. 


On this view of the credibility of God's * 
we may take an occaſion to obſerve the horrid nature 
of infidelity ; as it is a moſt, inſolent attempt to mate 
God a har : and bow great is the guilt---how dread- 
"ful the puniſhment due to ſuch a crime]! Dr, Dodd- 
ridge's paraphraſe on the above text is very juſt and 
awful: (vol. vi, p. 370) “ But he that believeth not 
God, offers him the groſſeſt and moſt inſufferable 
affront; for he, in effect, makes him à liar; charges 

him with atteſting the moſt notorious falſehood, in 
the moſt ſolemn manner by ſo many prophecies, 
and other mixaculous interpoſitions, to demonſtrate | 
the truth of his ſon's miſſion : · fo that, if this be re- 

jected, it cannot be conceived how he ſhould eyer be 
able to give any convincing proof that he teſtifies * 
thing at all. And I may add, that, conſequentl 

all intercourſe between God and his rational crea 

- mankind, is cut off and deſtroyed for ever! What 

a dreadful ſtate is this 1---We' ſhall attempt a larger 

diſplay of the horrid evil of infidelity, in order that 

we may underſtand more e 6p eee and excel- 

ende of divine füt. But 
wy * Wikies 23 tee rinks of lying among men, but not one of 
| © phbm can | have place in God, | 


/ 


Ake rr F. 


hut this is too large to be admitted here ; and it is 
therefore reſerved for a diſtinct eſſay, el to the 
ſecond Contemplation on the Nature and Evidences 
'of Inſpiration, to be © 06a 3 in a few Dy 


We muſt now return to our ſweet and 3 
theme, the nature of pIviNE FAITH, And here 
one of the greateſt of all mankind ſhall ſpeak for me, 
28 I frankly own I am not able to, ſpeak ſo well for 
myſelf.—and it is but juſt, that this moſt correct and 
Jjudieibus divine ſhould ſpeak 1 in his own words too, 
"that the learned reader may ſee that! we 992 not miſre- 
preſent his N 


Prin, flit | a By * 

Cognitioni huie aſſenſus accedat oportet, qui ſe- 
1 fidei actus eſt, quo. quis ut vera recipit et 
agnoſcit ea, quæ cognoſcit; recipiens teſtimonium Dei, 


atque ita obſignans Deum eſſe veracem. Joh. iii. 33. 


it 
* Aſſenſus imprimis fundatur INFALLIBILI VERA- 


crrarn de ſe ac filio ſuo teſtificantis Dei. 1 Joh. v. 
9 10. Cui teſti monio in ſcripturis revelato, et divi- 
nitãtis ſuz radios quaquaverſum ſpargenti; non minus 


tut fdelis innititur quam, ſi iple rebus' omnibus ii lis 


b ns interfuiſſet, | | 35 


Quando enim anima colluſtrata 1 luce, divi- 


nas illas veritates cernit, et in iis eximiam quandam 


A 2/THEOPREPEIAN, et ſapientiſimum ac indiyvulſum 


omnium nexum, non poteſt non aſſentiri veritati 
tot argumentis ſe ingerenti: ſed tam ſecure id, quad 


bo Kacognoſet, pro ont qual ipſa ſuis id oculis 


"Wife | 


3 * 5 


„ 


— 


7. 
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XV 


vidiſſet, vel manibus palpaſlet, vel in tertium ſubli- 
mata cœlum ex ipſius Dei ore AMEs0s audiviſſet. 


— — 1. 


Quicquid ogganniat to phronema tes far kos, quicquid 
argutentur VANI SOPHIST AE, licet fortaſſis non omni- 
bus objectionibus diluendis idonea fit, perſiſtit tamen 
in veritatis hujus agnitione, quam clare nimis vidit, et 
certo nimis ex ore Dei audivit, quam ut ab ea ullis 
ſe ſophiſmatibus abduci patiatur. * 


hus ſpeaks a man who deſerves the higheſt ns, 
and attention of all the virtuous and devout ſtudents 
of divinity in Europe. I wiſh I had abilities ſufficient 
to recommend him as he deſerves: I would then prove, 
that if the moſt happy equipoiſe or equal combination 
of clear underſtanding, rich imagination, purity of 
taſte, ſelect and polite literature, and the moſt rational 
religion, ſoftened and adorned by a peculiar unction 
and inexpreſſible ardour and pathos; ; if all theſe, 
matured by age, and ripened into beauty and per- 
fection by regular ſtudy, can form a finiſhed cha- 

nacter as a divine, certainly, Dr. Hermannus Witſius 

was the man,---See his CEconomia Fœderum Dei 
cum Hominibus. Editio tertia, 4to. 1694. Lib. a, 
chap. vii, ſeQ. xi. p. 349. 


As this ſubje& is too copious to be N % 
this introduction, and muſt be reſumed in the third 
number of our contemplations, we will only for, the 
preſent , obſerve, that DivINE FAITH is always at- 
tended with fincere love to the truth, as it flows. out, 
of, and centers in, the eternal un of, the 52 


88 0 


- IE; +5. os ar tft 
go eg LW on 


"VT Hp wget r 
——— ů »'ĩ —„—¾⅛ LR 


"0 


2 

N 
. 

5 

F: 

+4 

: 

P i 

5 

| 


A tranſlation of hs ill be gen in» furure number. 


Fi 
* 
# 


1 


wh FAR A C 


God, who is the grand repoſitory of all revealed truth z- 
and when the true chriſtian knows the truth, he loves 


it, he- rejoices that all the things of God are true; 


and he delights hinwfelf in that truth far otherwiſe 


than the devils and wicked men, who, what they 


know to be true, they could wiſh to be falſe— 


con. lib. iii. chap. vii. ſect. xvit. 


See a very judicious fermon, intitled, The Creed | 


f Devils. 1776. By the Rev. Mr. Toplady. 


Let me now perform an at of juſtice and gratitude 
to thoſe excellent authors whoſe writings have aſſiſted 


me in compoſing the preſent Contemplations. AsI 


frequently enlarge of alter an author's words, it would 
not be juſt to give them a as quotations ; ; but if any 
perſonis of real taſte arid accurate reading ſhall peruſe 
this ellay, they will fee that the Judicious Fhomas 


2 in bis Reaſon of Faith---that devout | 


morulift, the Rev. John Balguy, i in bis Law of Truth 
— amiable profeſſor Ward, in his Syſtem of Ora- 


tot) — the ſprightly and elegant Anthony Nee 
Sacked Claſnics--with the prince of all divines, the 


Nite n ed Witſius, have enabled me to furniſh my 


reader with ſome excellent thoughts. I conclude with . 
the words of the eloquent and modeſt Rollin: & Je 


ſhuhziterois ſeulement qu'elles puſſent couvrir ma 


qui etgent mon odvrage Tit oablier, ou du moins 
les defüts qui me Font perſonneln. Bes 
| Kali ts Lettres, page 110. d L 


— vbe; aa 1% N D inn? 7. 


— 
— 
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INSPIRATION. 
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Ir 18 POSSIBLE, FOR GOD To COMMUNICATE IDEAS 
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To THE HUMAN MIND, -E CAN MAKE nin 
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SELF K own To Br GOD, "ALONE THAT "SPEAKS, 
15 : n. 
u EXCITED THE MINDS OF THE SACRED TEN. 
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ot S -H PRESERVED THEIR RATIONAL FA 


cübrrixs IN SERENIPY- AND 'REOULAKSORDER, 
 CLUHESRODEED THEM FROM ALL ERKORS, AND 
ob Ape REM FROM "MAKING Afy”MiSKE- 
PRESENTATION or FACTS; THE MAI r OF 
""THBER ! INSPIRATION "DEMONSTRATED } FROM 


- THE) SUHLIME GOODNESS [AND 2 | 


-/THE/DOCTRINES,;:LAWS;- AND PROMISES; ; -: 


"NSPIRATION i is the infuſion of the San, 


and words of the ſeriptare into the minds of the 
og e apt by the Spirit of God. 


The DIVINE AUTHORITY of the re 8 


is their ii Rong”; power to demand obedience in the 
name o if Gale 743 ge XLQ - 3003 2 v0 
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— Divine Inſpiration conſiſts in the wiſe =; gra- 
cious impreſſion and influence of the Spirit of God 
on the rational foul or mind of man, whereby, or 
by which influence, the ſoul was enlarged in its ap- 
 preenkons or conceptions concerning the perfec- 
- tions, intentions, and operations of God, in much 
higher degrees than it could have attained by reflec- 
tion upon its own, natural ideas, or by education. and 
reaſohing, however” exerted or improved in any way 
0 

The divine — — 4 of. the facred ſeriptures, is 
that peculiar and diffingyiſhing right they have to be 
treated and regarded by men as true and awfully 
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vine bree 1 Wannen, 
eee pen 
they lead as their ultimate ſcope or end; in his glory 
ey conſpire and terminate for ever. N22 
, As God is the author or fountain of the holy 
den ſo his moſt ſublime and awful perfections 
aue the only baſis MR at Mt IVE au- 
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„ TheGocerity and veracity of God en, aha 
deſerves, ok credited, i in whatever it declares or 
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42 1 | 
he-proclaims and publiſhes as his own ſentiments 
and thoughts ; and require the moſt grateful recep- 
tion of the good that he promiſes, and the moſt 
awful reverence of all the evil that he threatens. 
ſonable creatures demands immediate obedience to 
all the laws he reveals; and his infinite goodneſs 
and merey require from us the moſt grateful acknow- 
ledgment for all the bleſſings he beſtows, . + 

| The obligation that ariſes from the divine autho- 
rity of the ſcriptures is eternal, immutable, and ſu- 
preme; therefore it 8 r 
remains inviolable. 18 

Such is the perfection and excellence of che ſacred 
ſcriptures in themſelves; and, conſidered in their own 
intrinſic purity and goodneſs, that they ſtand on 
their own baſis abundantly ſelf-ſupported, nor can 
ms. a eee ee of ee TIE 
2 u e 4 
ſubmit to their authority, and be governed oy it 
wherever it is publiſhed in the world, | jd 


As every will ought to adore it, fo every under. 
| Randing ought to fall down before its authority, or 
its right to demand obedience in the name of God. 


To refuſe ſubjection to divine revelation, wha | 
clearly ſeen and known, is to be looked upon with, 
| horror, as the very © eſſence of febellion * God. 


LI 


eee God. 321 butts ; & du ors be. 
It is violsting the" great ente a 
eee ſtriking at che foundation 
of all the authority that is in God; of all the rights 
that xeſide in his gternal nature and por fedtlons: 
| | even the throne, of Gad. reſts on the oredit of the 
| ſccxiptiue, and all his awful 1 4 Supported 


by it. 467 .zviohed of eile 4 515 e l 3936! 3¹ 19 


I ſhont, revelation; objeRively conſidered, is not 

only amiable, but vererable, ſacred, and divine. . It 
0 is not,only.the rule of mgn's temper and aRions, but 
it is the ſole rule and plan of God's own actions, 

| which would render it_ſzered if it were not ſa of it- 

ſelf: but, . Morgaver, - it is diyine i in, the : trite 
ente; all negeſlary tryth, being, an eſential eur, 


or emanation on, fro om the i 1 ini and ale fel mind, | 


.: Heriee the bible appears not -only. poſſeſſad of the 
* higheſt worth, beauty, and excellence; but inveſted 
wn eee and obGluts authorigg,. not. only at- 
_ tractive, but really awful: ↄf which no gther gc 
count can be givgg than, the divinenels of the abject, 


Every: ray of truth and reaſon in divine revelation 
$1943,27%1 


ſeams to participate, and really does participate, of 
the majeſty of that God to. whom truth 77 Fa 
al ll belongs, 5 whale ens reaſon is i yy 5 
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1 
(potted _bolineſs, Juſtice, and majeſty of God 3; and 
every ray, of truth in the goſpel participates of the 
glaxious goodueſs, beauty,, and love of that God, 
whoſe brighteſt reſemblance and mirror the W is - 


for ever, 


The ireſult of the above. choughts * hat the di- 
Ving authority of the holy ſcriptures conſiſts in. their 
richt and power to declare the truth of doctrines; 
to proclaim the moſt pure and extenſive laws; to 
make exceeding great and precious promiſes; to de- 
nounce the moſt tertible threatenings ; ; to give out 
predictions of future events; to exhibit the moſt | 
beautiful examples, and diſcloſe the moſt aſtoniſhing 
glories. in the name of the ſovereign” and eternal 
God; and to command in a moment the moſt hearty 
aſſent to the truth, the deepeſt ſubjection of ſoul 
and conſcience to the will of God, as the redeemer, 
© Having thus declared what we mean by Inſpira- 
tion and divine authority, and given you- a ſhort 
view of the ground or foundation of that authority; 
let us proceed, by regular and eaſy ſteps, to conſider 
the nature of Inſpiration more at large; till we at- | 
tain a clear and comprehenſiye en, of ſo im- 
portant and ſublime an object. NW 


5 We ſhall then go on to gw the . ; 
| Inſpiration ; and thus, by the help of God, riſe up 
to o aſlnes. and invincible, demanRirations . lad 100 
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I. A REVELATION FROM Gop 18 Poss1BLE, on, 


4 II IS. POSSIBLE FOR Gop To HAVE AN IN Ti- 


” MATE INTERCOURSE WITH THE HUMAN MIND3 


* LAND HE 'CAN COMMUNICATE IDEAS OF TRUTH ; 


TO THE So . 


A xrevelation involves no contra TY 
ment of ideas, in the nature of che thing. There 


is in the idea of Inſpiration no nn to the 


en God, or the nature of man. en 
There is no repugnancy o ideas. 3 | 


with the attributes of Got, and. the nature and 
powers of reaſon in man. 


5 God is a ſpiritual being; bene — 
being, inviſible to human eyes. The ſoul is 
an equally inviſible being, in a Nate of active ex- 
iſtence, endued with underſtanding or a capacity of 


receiving ideas, n oatin 403 


ences of things. 


God is a thinking being: man is a' thinking be- 5 
ing. God is inviſible life : man's foul is inviſible 


life. God is a perceptive exiſtence : man's ſoul is a 
perceptive exiſtence. Almighty God has a capacity 
of forming ideas of all things: the foul has a capa- 
= ee bie author and founlait of all our . 
5 tional powers : from him we derive the exiſtence of 
| our ſouls, and all their capacities of receiving ideas 
A | 


Without 


g — 


171 
Without his ever-preſent agency, our ſouls are all: 
weakneſs, darkneſs, and confuſion ; we can make 
10 progres x ll in the tinment of knowledge nnd 
truth, 4 803 

Fe MM G87 Wil Gemniprtfet kd as he is all 
thought and conſciouſneſs ; as he has the neareſt ac- 
ceſs to all the ſpirits he has made at all times, and in 
all places; as he has unlimited preſence, power, and 
knowledge himſelf and as he infuſed our con- 
verſible powers into us at firſt, and ſupports them 
every moment by his agency; ſhall he not be able 
to converſe with the ſouls he has made; is the parent 
of all ſpirits intimately preſent with every mind or 
thoughtful being in his whole empire; and cannot 
he have the moſt intimate and intenſe acceſs to his 
own offspring? and ſo intimate as to aſſure the ſoul, 
that it is God himſelf that ſpeaks with ſuch clearneſs, 
energy, and evidence, as ſhall make it abſurd: to 
_ and impoſſible le n 
| fn men P 

by their words as the copy of their thoughts; if they 

can diſcover their ſecret ſentiments and feelings to 

each other, even ſuch ſecret thoughts which could 

7 amm 


- Surely God can make himſelf known to man, in 
his perfections and counſels, far beyond the light of 
our reaſon. For if we deny this, we plainly ſuppoſe 
| and affertthis wretched abſurdity, That God's know- 
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| Laage becher, and ability of mind i Mons boubded 


than man's capacity and that thæveuEpreſent and 
ever- active God wants areal excellence and perfec - 
tion, of which his creature man is poſſeſſed. Can 


any man helieve this, that Wee pd 
ſenſe and reaſon? : duninotne bat 1iguads 


Win crpetioaabjettceetedifbloguvird of God 
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ble of infaling their 


pig. into other men, and receiving 2 5 


of, ideas, images, and, aſſigns, fram other, wen, = 


Ach hs agent er ſqul of: every map, is jinviſible tg 


the ſenſes. of ll. mapkind, all, Gi bfg equally, ina 


_ vilahl ff (God h im 3 2 Eeneciiiot bas ui Ts 
Ae ce Guts 6f'three-hundfed millions of mn on 
5 e e eee 56 eee trains of 


other every x and every hour, for ty vriſcrenty 
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it then abſurd, or contrary 46 reaſony to ſuppoſe 
fie Tapreme omnipreſent mind can infliſe good gers, 
oughits, and heavenly images ot notions, and 
erte of himſelf and his glories and coun- 
ſels, altho this great; mind, e e ſoul be 


Cu the mind ef drin be incapable of receiving 


. 2 ſent 


ile eure @ fh foul of manb liog TH x 
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ſent tain, otily of merely becauſe that ſupreme mind 
is inviſible ? Can any man be fo filly and abſurd as 
to afſert and believe this ? 


What ? Can our inviſible minds communicate 
ideas to each other for ſeventy years together; and is 
the ſupreme mind ſhut out from this __ nd 

diveſted of this power? 


What ? Can not the inviſible, avic-aftive;. ever- 
preſent, rational mind of God, that fills all worlds 
at once, give diſcoveries of his thoughts to the ra- 
tional and inviſible minds of men, which he himſelf 
has created, and every moment ſuſtains in exiſtence, 
powers, and conſciouſneſs ? © ws 
Is God the only being that is thus limited and ſhut 


e ee, N eee g ne 
of immortal ſouls? 


| Has man a capacity of infuſing Ga Hh th 
- thoufand.fouls at once: and is God excluded from 
the fouls u — I OO ee 


moment ſuſtains? 


It. Gop can srEAK To THE soul WITH SUCK 
| LiGHT AND FORCE AS SHALL DISTINGUISH HIS 
' VOICE FROM ALE CREATURES IN THE WORLD. 
He can ſpeak with ſuch light and evidence, or can 

make ſuch clear appearances of truth to the ſoul as, 

ſhall proclaim him to be God alone. ---God's light 
makes ſuch diſcoveries of himſelf to 'man, and of 


man's own foul to himſelf, which no creatures can 
* | Got 


$ { 


10 
God can make man know his excellent purity, | 

beauty, and dreadful grandeur ; and can diſcover 
man's debaſed, deformed, deviliſh, putrid heart, as 

ſhall aſtoniſh and confound the ſoul itſelf at its own 
uglineſs. | | 0 

That divine and celeſtial light, whereby the ficred ) 

word evidences itſelf to the reaſonable minds of thoſe 

who have their eyes purged well from prejudices, to 

ſee and make an honeſt enquiry, is nothing elſe but 

the impreſs of the majeſty, truth, omniſcience, 

wiſdom, holineſs, juſtice, grace, mercy and autho- 

rity of God, ſtamped' upon the- ſcriptures, by the 

holy ſpirit, and beaming or ſhining into the minds 
of ſuch perſons upon their hearing or peruſal, and 
affecting them vith a ſenſe of thoſe perfeRions both in 

whatiis ſpoken, and ih the majeſtic and God-becom- 

ing way of ſpeaking : they ſpeak as never man ſpake. 

The matter ſpoken, and the manner of ſpeaking, | 

| has a greatneſs diſcernible by a ſpiritual underſtand- a 
ing that ſatisfies it fully, that God is the ſpeaker. 


And all the impreſſions of God's wiſdom, faithful- 
neſs, omniſcience, and majeſty, that are ſtamped 
upon the matter contained in the ſcriptures, being 
_ conveyed only by the word, do join the impreſſions 
that are upon the word, and ſtrengthen the evidence 
they give of their divine original, ſince theſe im- 
preſfions do not otherwiſe e to our minds, or 
affect them, than by the word. | 


© The facred ſcriptures, by a A RT mani- 
feltation of the truth that * all theſe little and 
rr mean 
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1 1 
mean arts of inſinuation, by fair and entieing words, 
and artificially dreſſed up argumentations, with other 
the like confeſſions of human weakneſs, that are in all 
human writings, commends itſelf to the conſcience, 

C - dives into the ſouls of men, into all the ſecret receſſes 
) of their hearts; guides, teaches, directs, determines, 
and judges in them, and upon them, in the name, 
majeſty, and authority of God: and when it enters 
thus into the ſoul, it fills jt with the light of the glory 
of the beamings of thoſe perfections upon it, whereby 
it is made to cry out, The voice of God, and not 
of man.” 


The 3 and ee power, PE the 
ſacred ſcripture evidences itſelf to be the word of God 
and not of man, is nothing elſe but that authority 
and awful efficacy which God puts forth in and by 
it over the minds and conſciences of men, working 
divinely and producing effects of his glorious and 
omnipreſent power in immortal ſouls, _ \ 


It enters into the conſcience, a territory or pro- 
vince exempt from the authority of creatures, and 
ſubje& only to the dominion of God: it challenges, 
convinces, | threatens, awakens, and ſets the con- 
ſcience a roaring; and the whole creation cannot 
quiet it again: it commands a calm, and the ſea 
that was troubled before is ſmooth, and devils and 
men are not able to diſturb its repoſe, | 


lt enters into the mind, opens its eyes, fills it | | 
_ glorious, clear, pure, purifying light, and ſets' | | | 
B 2 before 
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beſore it wonders before unknown and undiſcerned 


in counſel and knowledge, concerning God, our- 
ſelves, our ſin, our. duty, our danger, and our re- 
lief; the works, the ways, the nn and ons 


| rote of od. 


It ſpeaks with efficacy to the will, converts it and 
powerfully diſengages it from what it was moſt con- 
nected with, what it embraced and was even glued 
to before; ſo that no art or force of eloquence, argu- 
ment, fear, or, hope, could make it quit its hold: 


it makes the will haſtily quit its embraces of impure 


objects, and turns its bent another way, the quite 


This power of God's word takes away the averſion 
of the will, makes it willingly go, yea, run after 
what it bore the greateſt averſion to. before, and 


obſtinately phy (66. th nar 


abominable object. 
It enters the affections, ks wann the 


earth and ſenſual enjoymenta; gives them ſuch a. 


divine touch, that thaugh they may, through their. 


| fickle and volatile nature, be carried ſometimes. by 
force another way; yet they never reſt, bur point 
: We and dart upwards like heavenly fre. 88 


0 Thie glorious word of God comes into the foul, 


1 ſunk under the preſſure of unſpeakable and i 8 


| be diſtreſs, ſticking in the miry.clay, refuſing cm- 


eee, en the 


Us 


88 mani 


: e 
promiſe of God plucks the ſoul qut of the elay, 
raiſes it out of the horrible pit, ſets its feet upon a 
ä rock, fills it with joy, yea, makes it exceeding joy-- 
19 ful z while, eren, all outward preCures and tridulas, 
1 tions continue, yea, are increaſee. = 
| | The word enters into the ſoul, lays hold on the- 
reigning luſts to which all the powers and paſſions 
had formerly ſubmitted, and that with ardour ; and 
condemns thoſe powerful and daring criminals, makes 
the ſoul throw off the yoke, and join in the execu- 
tion of its ſentence againſt and on them. 
Now, where the caſe is thus ſtated, how can the 
ſoul that feels this powerful word, that comes from 
the Lord moſt high, Wannen 
on, That God is in it of a truth,” - 


Stile is the manner in which any babe expreſſes 
the conteptions of his mind, and che paſſions of "me 
heart, by means of language. 

. Thus the ſtile of God is the Peer, gg TR 
expreſſes his conceptions and affections i in. the E. | 
guage of the holy ſcriptures, _ | 

Our writers on eloquence obſerve, that thees are 
_ three kinds of ftile amongſt mankind---the ſimple 
ſtile- the middle or equable and temperate and the 
fublime. All theſe kinds of ſtile God has con- 
deſcended to uſe in the ſcriptures, and in each of 
them he ſpeaks like a Gd. 
„Weben be is plasſpd to uſe the ſimple and plain 
be he ſpeaks with. the utmoſt juſtneſs and: prov 
| : | pug 


EY | _ 
| f 14 ] 1 
priety and in the moſt lively and engaging manner, 
ſo as to allure the imagination and fix the affections, 
with the moſt lovely elegance, or ſuch a proper 
choice of words and expreſſions which always ſuit 
the ideas that God deſigned to convey. His ſtile 
hath the utmoſt purity both in the words and expreſ- 
ſions and perſpicuity, which ſerves, very much ta, 
keep up the attention, where other ornaments are 
wanting. A ſeeming negligence is ſometimes a 
beauty i in this ſtile, as it appears more natural. 
When God chuſes to expreſs himſelf in the middle. 
or temperate ſtile, you ſee his conceptions and. affec- 
"_ expreſſed with the utmoſt gravity and dignity 
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Fenn obſerve: in al his ideas and erpreſ⸗ 
i ſions a delicacy peculiar to a God, 
| A8 in the objects of our e thoſe things are 
- ſaid. to be delicate which affect us gradually in a ſoft 
and agreeable manner; ſo a delicate thought revealed 
from God, is that, which is not wholly diſcovered + 
at once, but by degrees opening and unfolding itſelf 
to the mind, diſcloſes more than was at firſt per- 
ceived; juſt as the minute works of creation, when 
they are viewed with a careleſs eye, they are regarded 
with a ſtupid indifference ; but, when ekamined 
Nicely with a good microſcope, we A 15 | 
5 e e eee 13 
I be fine thoughts of God have the attractive pro- 
perty of NovELTY. Mankind is naturally pleaſed 
with new things; and when, at the ſame time, they 
Ye} : | are 


1 
are ſet in an agreeable light, this very much Ap 
the pleaſure, - ' | 


In all the parts of hn ns have new = 


wonders of God's perfections, intentions, and opera- 
tions. New events of providence riſing into view. 
New characters of great and wiſe and good men at- 
tracting our attention, and commanding our wonder, 
eſteem, and imitation, New proſpects of futuce 
worlds of happineſs or miſery riſe before us. = 
If we conſider the $8UBLIME $TILE of the bible, 
we have ten thouſand glories which burſt in upon 
our attentive and raviſhed ſouls with a brighter ra- 


diance than the ſtarry heavens in the cleareſt night. 


In the ſacred writers of the 0LD and nEw TESTA- 


MENT, we have innumerable paſſages which ariſe to 


the utmoſt degree of ſublimity. 


In the divine authors, the words are ennobled by 
the vigour and brightneſs of the ſenſe, —_— to 
the manner of many other authors, where the diction 
and ornaments of ſpeech chiefly contribute to the 
ſublimity; whilſt the thoughts themſelves are poar, 
low, common, and groveling, if taken _ and 
e of the fine language. 


The SUBLIME is a juſt, grand, and wonderful 
thought 3 a Rriking image or Anne of a great 
8 


It ſtrikes with the force of thunder, with a con- 
quering voice : and with the terrible glory of light- 


4 44S w4 


ening, with a rapid and irreſiſtible fire. 
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I 26 J 
* Tt appears beautiful either in the plain or figurative 
"Nile : it admits all the ornaments of language, yet 
needs none of them: But commands and triumphs 
in its own native ſtrength and majeſty. 

The true ſublime will bear tranſlation into all 
languages, and will be great and ſurprizing in all 
languages, and to all perfons of underſtanding and 
judgment, notwithſtanding the difference of their | 
country, education, intereſt, and party. | 
It carries all before it by its own ſtrength, and 
does not ſo much raiſe perſuaſion in the hearer or 
reader, as throw him into a delightful rapture or 
pleaſing ſurprize, and tranſport him out of himſelf. 

We admire it at firſt, without conſidering ; and, 
upon mature- conſideration, we are n 1 
we can never admire it too much. | 


It defies oppoſition, envy, and time; as 
over all reſiſtance, and is W en esl 
cavil and criticiſm, | 


The ſublime, lays be 1s an ng oe 
from the greatneſs of the foul, 


: The ſublime, in the. Corina... is an image re- 
0 ' Reed from the greatneſs « of God's foul in his on- 
+ ceptions, volitions, and affections. "Or 
_  *Tis the copy of God's heart in his 4 
laws, threatenings, and promiſes. , 5 | 
An inward; grandeur, vigour, and fire in God, | 
is the common centre, from whence every ray of 
11 | Ao the 


ES] 


the ſublime, either in thought action, or expreſſion, 


. is darted out. 


Longinus gives us two marks or characters, 
whereby we may know the true ſublime ; and both 
of them appear in all their . glory in the 

writings of God. | 


1. CHARACTER, 


That is juſt, great, and wonderfully ſublime, 


which, the more we conſider it, the greater ideas 
we conceive of it, and the more lively ſenſations 


we receive from it, whoſe force we cannot with- 


ſtand, which ſinks deep, and makes art im- 
preflions on the mind. 


I. CHARACTER. 


That is truly ſublime in compoſition, which, 


whenever you hear or read it,' always gives the ſame 
- pleaſure to a reader or hearer of TRUE TASTE; as if 
he himſelf had been the author of it. It cauſes even 
envy and cavilling to die away in the confluence of 
Hwectieſs and rapture we feel. i 


ollen diſctibes the trüe lüblime thus: „ It it 
fi ffre and force in diſcourſe, proper to elevate, 
rt, and to command the ſoul; ; and which 


e (1) From greatneſs and elevation off 


thought,. ahd inward dignity and nobleneſs of feel- 
mgs; or, (2) From magnificence of words, ex- 


_ preffive images, and ſtriking figures ; or, (3) From 
an harmonious, lively, and animated force of ex- 


a * 
6 fs a 


TAE IEP 4 * That | 


(2 7 
| That is to ſay, from any one of theſe partioulars 


regarded ſeparately, or what perfectly makes the 


ſublime from theſe three LOO particulars taken 


together. 


Let us now proceed, on me ee and rules 
of theſe great maſters in eloquence, to give ſome 
ſpecimens of the true ſublime in the writings of the 
Pible ; and let us ſee if there are not rang and con- 
vincing marks and evidences of the conceptions and 
genius of a God running through the various parts 

of this ſacred and immortal volume. Th 


Let all that han eyes, Or ears, or eule, or . 


fs if thefe are the words of a man, or the inventions 


of im poſtors, or enthuſiaſts, and madmen, 


| Wy SPECIMEN, * | 
| Faces, the Sh. or five books of Moſes, | 


Soc faid, what ? Let there be light, and there 
was light.---Moft high God, poſſeſſor of heaven 
And earth Joſeph is a-fruitful bough---I am that I 
am- This is the finger of God---Thus: faith the 


Lord Gad, in very deed for this cauſe have I-raifed 


thee up-—I will get me honour upon Pharaoh--- - 
Who is a God like unto thee, glorious in hotneſs ; 


' fearful in praiſes: daing wonders. ----Thy right | 


hand, O Lord, is become glorious in power: thy 
night hand, O Lord, hath daſhed in pieces the enemy, 


thereof aſcended as the ſmoke of a furnace, and the 


whole | 


and mount Sinai was altogether on a ſmoke, becauſe N 
the Lord deſcended upon it in fire, and the ſmoke 


- 
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mount quaked greatly---and when the voice of the 
trumpet ſounded long, and waxed louder and louder, 
Moſes ſpake, and God anſwered him by a voice. 


Note, This xix chapter of Exodus contains actions 
1 and words the moſt dreadfully ſublime that ever en- 

tered into the conceptions of man tis ſuperior to 
all criticiſm, and defies all cenſure, See a beautiful 
and devout iHuſtratioa of this, and the xx chapter, 
by Dr. Watts, in his Lyric Poems; which muſt 
aſtoniſn and pleaſe all perſons who have eyes, or e 
or common ſenſe. | | 


n God ſpake all theſe words, nb T am the Lord 

chy God; which have brought thee out of the land | | 

of Egypt, out of the houſe of bondage. 4 TH [1 
 SHALT HAVE NO OTHER GoDs BEFORE ME.” | 


| And all the people ſaw the thunderings and the 
1 lightenings, and the noiſe of the trumpet, and the 
mountain ſmoking ; and when the people ſaw it, 
they removed and ſtood afar off---and they faid unto 

Moſes, * Speak thou with us, and we will hear; 
but ke not God ſpeak with us, LEST WE Pik.“ 
And Moſes ſaid- God is come to prove you, and 
that his fear may be before your faces, that ye ſin 
not and the people ſtood afar off, and Moſes drew 

near to the thick darkneſs where God was, 

They faw the God of Iſrael—-under his feet a 
paved work of fapphire ſtone, Exodus xxiv. 10. i 
O! God, the God of the Spirits of all fleſh--- | 
3 if theſe men die the common death of | 


ds C 2 3 


„„ 
all wen then the Lord hath not 
ſent me. God is. not a, man that he ſhould lie: 
neither the ſon of man, that he ſbquld repent ; bath 
he ſaid, and ſhall he not do it? or hath be _— | 
and ſhall he not make it good? t 


| How ſhall I en whom God hath not curſed? or 
how ſhall I defy whom the Lord hath not defied ? 


The words of Balaam are fo ſublime; ſo elegant, 
and. admirably finiſhed, that we: muſt heartily agree 
to the obſervation of Dr. Lowth, in his incompara- 
ble Prælectiones. Prælect. xx. p. 273. vo. 1763. | 
Adam unum ex illis Balaami vaticiniis, quæ * 
modo memoravi, et quorum ſepius mentionem facio: 
nihil enim habet poęſis hebræa, in ullo genere limati- 
us, aut exquiſitius. oc autem, de quo loquor, abun- 
dat letiſfimis ac ſplendidiflimis imaginibus a natura 
petitis ; ipſo etiam colore ac flore quodam dictionis, 
et Ggurarum varietate, præcipue elucet. go. oc fi - 
5 nunc, aut ſi quæ aliqua ndo alia, experiar, 1 La 
carmine adumbrari poſlint, veſtræ erit humanitatls, 
| Academici, conatus noſtros i in meliorem partem ac- 
„ f | 
Puis, 3 an eſt is . 
1155 Tauiſque ſignis, Iſrael! _ 
Ut rigua vallis fertilem Fanden Ge 
Horti ut ſcatentes riyulis ; Ho 
 Sactis Edenz coſti ut in ſylvis vironts 5 
7 Cedrique propter flumina. 


"a pun ada multo 5 ſillant germina, | SF 
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Foetuſque alunt juges aqua. 8 
Sancti uſqus fines promovebit imperi &. 
Rex uſque victor hoſtium. | 
Illum ſubacto duxit ab Nilo Deus, 
Novis ſuperbum viribus, 
Qualis remotis liber i in jugis oryx 
Fert gelſz ccrlo corn 
Vorabit hoſtes; oſſa franget; ; irritas 
Lacerabit haſtas dentibus. 
Ut leo, recumbit; ut lJezna, decubat; 
Quis audeat laceſſere? | 
Quæ quiſque tibi precabitur, ferat bona !_ 
Mala quz precabitur, luat !*. > 


Vou are this day 2s the ſtars of heaven | ! He fs 
took you out of the furnace---thy God is a con- 


ſuming fire---if the Lord's wrath be kindled, and 


s — 


ye quickly periſu. . Curſed, curſed, curſed, 
|  eurſed, no leſs eee 


vention e Lord ſhall make thy plagues wonder- 
l. ive ear, OI heavens |. . bear, 
O —_ „„ SOrI_E eee eee 
A fire is kindled in mine anger, and ſhall 
burn to the loweſt hell—-and ſet on fire the founda- 
tions of the mountains. —4 will ſpend mine arrows 
upon them. .. I kill. I make alive I lift 
up my hand to heaven, and ſay I live for ever 
If I whet my glittering ſword : and mine hand take 
e e Fa wil render to, mine 9 : 
® A trandation 6f Dr, Leere beagle vere toll a grep | 
Y the end of the Contemplations on the * of 28 t . 


[2] 
and will reward them that hate me. I will make my 
arrows drunk with blood, and my ſword ſhall devour 
Reſh. . , . Happy art thou, O! Ifrael; who 
is like unto thee, O! people, ſaved by the Lord, 
the ſhield of thy help: and who is the ſword of thy 
| excellency | and thine enemies ſhall be found liars 
unto thee; and thou ſhalt tread upon their high 

That man muſt be dead to all true and ſublime 
taſte, who cannot ſee and reliſh, and delight in the 
above ſpecimen of the grandeur and majeſty of the 
| * 1 the holy ſcriptures ! 


IT. SpnCIMEN, | 
| From Joſhua to the end of Job. 


Ye know in all your hearts and in all your ſouls, 
that not one good thing hath failed of all the good 
/ things which the Lord your God ſpake concerning 
you : all are come to paſs unto. you; and not one 
thing hath failed thereof.---As for me and 45 houſe 
we will ſerve the Lord, | 


| Hear, O] ye kings; give ear, oO! y ye princes; 
I will ſing unto the Lord: I will ſing praife to the 
Lord God of Iſrael. Lord, when thou wenteſt out 
of Seir, when thou marchedſt out of the field of 
| Edom, the earth trembled---the heavens dropped, 
; the clouds alſo dropped water : the mountains melted | 
from before the ford; even that Sinai, from before 
the Lord God of Iſrael. They fought from heaven; 
the ſtars, in their courſes, fought againſt Siſera; the 
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river Kiſhon ſwept them away; that ancient river; 
the river Kiſhon: O _— thou haſt trodden 
down ſtrength. 


So let all thine enemies periſh, O Lord! 1 


them that love him be as the ſun when he —— 
in his might. 

But will God, in very deed, dwell with men on 
the earth! Behold, heaven, and the heaven of 
heaven's, cannot contain thee; how much leſs this 
houſe which I have built 


Thou; even thou art Lord alone; en bal dnl 


heaven; the heaven of heavens, with all their hoſt; 
the earth, and all things that are therein; the ſeas, 
and all that is therein: and thou preſerveſt them 
all : and the hoſt of heaven worſhippeth thee. 


- "Bleſſed be thy glorious name, which 7 is exalted 


above all bleſſing and praiſe, = 


Fear came upon me, and trembling, which made 
all my bones to ſhake.---Then a-SP1R1T paſſed be- 


foe my face; the hair of my fleſh ſtood up; it ſtood 
ſtill, but I could not diſcern the form thereof: an 


image was before mine eyes: there was ſilenca 
And I heard a voice, ſaying: Shall mortal man 
de more juſt than God? Shall a man be more 
pure than his maker ?---or, as the original hebrew 


ought to be tranſlated, © Shall mortal man be 
- juſtified by God, or be juſt before God: ſhall a 
man be pure with or before his maker ?”---Behold 


be putteth no truſt in his ſervants, and his angels he 
charged with folly : how much leſs on them chat 


a 
dwell in houſes of clay, whoſe foundation is in the 
8 duſt, which are cruſhed before the moth, or like the 

- moth !---God doth great things, and unſearchable; 
marvellous things without number;---Canft thou, by 
| ſearchyng; find out God ? . Canſt thou find out the 

Almighty to perfection? It is as high as heaven, 
. What canſt thong do? deeper than hell, what canſt 
thou know ? the meaſure thereof is longer than the 
earth; and broadet than the ſea.- Who hath 


hardened himſelf againſt God and proſpered ?---- 


He .overturneth, the mountains in his anger; he 
makes the pillars of the earth tremble; he com- 
mandeth the fun, and it rifeth not; and ſealeth up 
the ftars.---He, alone ſpreadeth out the heavens, and 
treadeth upon the waves of the fea---he doeth great 
things paft finding. out, and wonders without num- 

ber. Who can hinder. him? who will 1 
to him, What doſt thou? 


Man is of a few. days, nnd, Full of trouble + he 
cometh forth, like a flower, and is cut down: he 
geeth alſo like a ſhadow, and continueth not. 


Man eth down,; and rifeth not till the heavens 
be no more. - O!] earth, cover not thou my blood. | 
ehe thunder of his power, who can underftand ? ? 
Terrors ſhall take hold on him; (viz. } the ſinner, 


ie waters---With God' is terrible tajeſty.---God 


chundereth marvellouſly with his voice,---Doft thou 
kndto the wondrous works of hirn that is perfect in 
knowledge ?---Stand ſtill, O Jeb, m . the 
wondrous works of Gut? wept! 


Where 


YE | 1 
Where waſt thou when I laid the 1 of 


the earth? when the morning ſtars ſang together, 


and all the ſons of God ſhouted for joy ?---or who 
ſhut up the ſea with doors ?---and faid, Hitherto 
thou ſhalt come, and no farther :- and here ſhall thy 
proud waves be ſtayed.---Have the gates of death 


been opened to thee, os haſt thou ſeen the doors of 


the ſhadow of death ? 


Canſt thou ſend lightnings, that they may go, and 


ſay unto thee, here we are; who can number the 
clouds in wiſdom, or who can ſtay the bottles of 
heaven ? 


Haſt thou cloathed the horſe's neck with thunder ? 
---Doth the eagle mofint up at thy command ? 


| Haſt thou an arm like God, or canſt chou thunder 
with a yoice like him ? 


III. SPECIMEN, 


From the Book of Pum- = 
I will love thee, O Lord, my ſtrength in my 
diſtreſs I called upon the Lord, and cried unto my 
God: he heard my voice out of his temple, and my 


cry came before him, even into his ears. Then the 


earth ſhook and trembled : the foundations alſo of the 


hills moved and were ſhaken, becauſe he was wroth, 
There went up a ſmoke out of his noſtrils ; and fire. 
out of his mouth deyoured, coals were kindled by _ 
it, He bowed the heavens alſo, and came down, . 
_w_ darkneſs was under his feet,---And he rode upon 
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a cherub, and did fly; yea, he flew! on the wings 


| of the wind.---The Lord alſo thundered in the 


heavens : and the Higheſt gave his voice hatl- 
ſtones and coals of fire.---He ſent out his arrows 


| he ſhot out lightnings---then the channels of the 


waters were ſcen---the foundations of the world were 
diſcovered, at thy rebuke, O] Lord, at the blaſt of 
the breath of thy noſtrils : he ſent from above, he 
took me, he drew me out of many waters! 


Lift up your heads, O] ye gates; and be ye lift 
up ye everlaſting doors, and the king of glory ſhall 
come in. Who is the king of glory? the Lord 
ſtrong and mighty; the Lord mighty in battle---the 
Lord of hoſts, he is the king of glory! ) 


The heavens declare the glory of God, and the 
vaſt expanſe ſheweth his handy work I the ſun, as a 
bridegroom in his beauty, comes out of his chamber; 


* and rejoiceth as a ſtrong man to run a race, 


The ſublime and pathetic united. 
©" Son out like water, all my bones ate out 


k of joint--«tny heart is like war, it is melted in the 


midſti of my bowels---my ſtrength is dried up- my 


tongue cleaveth to my jaws, I am brought dawn. to 


the duſt of death, dogs compaſſed me they pierced 
my hands and my feet may tell all my bones, they 
look and ſtare upon me- they parted my garments, 
r for ee 5 

w. srrciuzx. 
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IV. SPEaCimMk . 


From the Pſalms, 


Give to the Lord, O! ye mighty, give unto Je, 
hovah glory and ſtrength---the voice of the Lord is 
upon the waters; the God of glory thundereth--- 
the voice of the Lord is powerful---the voice of the 
Lord breaketh the cedars---the voice of the Lord 
divideth the flames of fire; i. e. the thunder and 
lightnings directed by the eye and hand of God 
the voice of the Lord ſhaketh the wilderneſs of Ka- 
deſh the voice of the Lord ieee the ſoreſt- 

the Lord ſitteth King for ever, | 


Note, That this pſalm ends all this dreadful 
thunder and terror, with. the perfect ſafety and 
ſtrong conſolation to all true believers; „ The 
Lord will give ſtrength to his people; the Lord 
will bleſs his people with peace,” How ſoothing, 
and how ſweet a comfort is this to all that loye and 
fear God! 

t 


Thy throne, O! God, is for ever and ever 1 
gird thy ſword upon thy thigh, O ! moſt mighty--- 
ride proſperouſly---thy right hand ſhall teach thee 
terrible things---thine arrows are ſharp in the hearts 
of thine enemies. -N. B. This conqueror always 
reaches the very heart; the people fall before his 
face; they cannot flee away as they often 5 before 
other conquerors! 


D 2 V. SPECIMEN, 


. ˙à U M — . GR 


[ 28 1 
V. SPECIMEN, 
From the Pſalms. 


The mighty God, even the Lord hath ſpoken--- 
out. of Sion, the perfection of beauty, God hath 
 ſhined---our God ſhall come, and ſhall not keep 
. filence : a fire ſhall devour before him, and it ſhall 
be very tempeſtuous.round about him, 


The great Fenelon, of Cambray, ſays, © Never 
did any greek or latin ode reach the loftineſs of this 
pſalm: it ſurpaſſes the utmoſt ſtretch of human 
invention,” 

Dialogues on Eloquence, . 151. edition f Steven- 
ſon, Boo. 1722. 


God is our refuge and ſtrength ; a very preſent 
help in trouble---we will not fear, though the earth 
be removed ; though the mountains be carried into 
te depths of the ſea---there is a river, the ſtreams 

, whereof, make glad the city of God---God ſhall 
help her, (i. e. the church) and that right early. 


This was the glorious pſalm of Dr. Martin Luther, 
who uſed to ſay, on any freſſi appearance of danger 
from his enemies, „Come, let us ſing the 46th 
pfalm, and then let them do their worſt,” 


b The ſublime pathos of repentance was never better 
expreſſed than in the 51ſt pſalm: . Againſt thee, 
thee only have I ſinned--I was ſhapen in iniquity--- 


deliver me from blood guiltineſs---create in me a 


clean heart---waſh me thoroughly from my ſin--- 
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take not thy holy ſpirit from me reſtore to me the 
joys of thy ſalvation; and uphold me with thy free 
or princely SPIRIT |! 


The ſublime contempt, which God flings on all 


wicked men, is admirably expreſſed in the 62d 
pſalm: *The ſons of Adam, or the mean man, 
are vanity---the ſons of the nobleman, (i. e. Iſh, 
the great man) are a lie---to be laid in the balanee, 
they are altogether lighter than vanity ; or, as the 
hebrew original expreſſes it, they go up ſooner than 
vanity : that is, put vanity into one ſcale, and throw 
in men of low and high degree into the other ſcale, 
they will be altogether lighter than vanity itſelf. 
Was ever ſuch a picture of the worthleſs and inſigni- 
ficant character of bad men! What an infinite diſ- 
dain does God expreſs in theſe words, for all worldly 
grandeur! What an ineffable contempt is poured 
on all the glory of all wicked men in their moſt 
flouriſhing ſtate of honour and magnificence ! | 


We ſhall give ſpecimens of the ſublime ſtile of the 
| ſcriptures from the other Pſalms, from Iſaiah, Jeremi- 
ah, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the leſſer prophets; and from 
the New Teſtament, eſpecially the book of Revela- 
tions, in another part of this work: at preſent we 
muſt, with great regret and reluctance, omit them, 
leſt this head ſhould be diſproportionable to the pre- 
ceding and following particulars, to which let us now 
addreſs ourſelves, . | 


III. Gop 
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III. Gon $TIRRED UP OR EXCITED THE PENMEN 
TO WRITE AND PUBLISH , THE REVELATIONS, 


OR DISCOVERIES WHICH HE n To. THEIR 


320, 


If we 8 trace out the principal motives 


which excite to writing a and to action, we ſhall find 
them to be fear, hope, gratitude, ambition, glory, 
ſhame, and pleaſure. Al theſe ſprings of ation God 


worked upon when he excited the ſacred penmen to 
write the diſcoveries. of his perfections and 0 perations | 


in the holy ſcriptures, FI 3 


1. FEAR . 3 of ah "OP 


reign perfections of God, which inſpires us with a 


| dread of offending his majeſty, and an ardent care of 5 | 


pleaſing him in all Rings 
If ever any men in the world poſſeſſed the haly fear 


vp of God in a tranſcendent degree, the prophets and 
apoſtles were the men; they write with moſt ſacred . 
, reverence of the ſupreme Being : they durſt not for 


. moment diſpleaſe him by refuſing to write down his 
will: even a Balaam (the only bad man that ever 


proclaimed any prophecies of the old Teſtament) de- 
clares that if Balak would give him his houſe full of 


filver and gold, he could notcanceal or diminiſh, or 


add to the words which God commanded him to (peak, | 


I kf we enter into the ſpirit and temper of Moe, 
andy the prophets and apoſtles, we may juſtly con- 


- . clude, concerning each of them, that they had ſuch 


lings and thoughts as thoſe which follow. Let us 


begin pr 


* 
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6 * 1 Me, 
begin with Moſes, in the wilderneſs : let us behold 


him taking up his pen to begin his firſt book, called 
Geneſis : let us fit by him, or look over him, while 


he writes. 


Did ever any man before, ſince the creation of the 
world, feel ſo much of the tremendous nature and 


majeſty of God in his mind ? Did he not feel the 
whole weight of deity upon his ſoul ? Did not he 


| ſee God in his incomprehenſible glory: and ſo terri- 
ble was the fight, that Moſes ſaid, I do * | 


fear and quake. 


Where [ſhall we find ſuch a great and venerable 
man: ſuch a holy and heavenly writer in all the 
aber of the pagan world ? | 


2. Hos.---This was another ſpring of ation on 


which God worked, or operated, when he excited 


the ſacred writers to record the diſcoveries of his 
heart. If we begin with Moſes, we may eaſily con- 


ceive, that hope operated mightily in his boſom, or 


breaſt, when he was penning his books in-the wilder- 4 


neſs, He was at the bead of two millions of people, 
for whoſe future happineſs he was infinitely con- 
cerned; he ſaw a numerous race of children riſing 


into exiſtence, life, action, and immortality 3 3 be 
knew the weakneſs of human reaſon, and the un- 


ſpeakable need of a revelation to lead them into the 
paths of wiſdom, duty, and happineſs : and under 
the powerful impreflions of God's Firit, he wrote 
diſcoveries, ſtatutes, facts, predictions, promiſes, 
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and threatenings, with the moſt exalted and vigorous: 
| hopes. of being the glorious inſtrument of promoting, 
| their preſent order, peace, and happineſs, as well as 
of their future eternal ſalvation, Methinks, if we: 
trace the emotions of his devout and generous heart, 
we ſhall find him ſtrongly feeling ſuch ſentiments as 
theſe: „ I am now penning down theſe thoughts, 
which I received from my God, for the uſe of this 
vaſt body of people : by this means I ſhall inſtru, 
convince, perſuade, and comfort millions yet un- Hob 
28 . I ſee, that, after I am dead, this people ſhall | 
| iply as the ſtars of heaven, and as the ſands on 2 \ 
the ſea ſhore : I fee, that, through a period of fifteen Z 
| Hundred years, prodigious multitudes ſhall ariſe into 
exiſtence, and receive 2 28 8 0 from vo 
my writings. . 
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R : „ Grarrrovs was another * which aer 5 * 
133 powerfully in the boſoms of the ſacred writers, while 9 I 
4 : compoſin their immortal books for the ſervice of the 
3 church in all ages. Gratitude is a lively ſenſe of fa x: 
yours beſtowed, with an ardent deſire, or a paſſionate 

n to LIED all es returns of affection D 


Wbt a lms ſenſe — Moſes feel of the . . 
. tinguiſhing goodneſs of God to himſelf? and how. 5 
_ wightily muſt chis ſtir him up to the higheſt affec- 
tion, and to the utmoſt readineſs to ſerve the intereſts 
1d glory of God in the world. How muſt he wiſh, | 
N years . to 1 abroad the know- | | 
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